
Rinkals

Scientific name: Hemachatus Haemachatus
Taxonomy: Serpentes - Family: Elapidae
Is found where: Most of the interior of the country and along the 
             Eastern and Southern coast region
Venomous: YES
Venom type: Mosty composed of strong neurotoxins with a small amount of 
       cytotoxins. Venom glands have capacity of 80 to 120mg)
       Estimated lethal dosage to adult humans are between 50 to 60 mg. 
       Average yield per bity of 100 mg.
Venom effects: Usually include pain, bruising and swelling in bite area, nausea, 
       vomiting, drowsiness, vertigo and abdominal pain.
        Can also include general paralysis and difficulty breathing, which can 
         eventually lead to death.
         Spit effects may include excruciating pain, blurred vision and even 
         permanent blindness if venom is not washed off quickly.
Destinctive attributes: The head is short and pointed, the head and neck are not 
         very distinctive, with fairly large, black eyes.
         Colour ranges from mostly black to greyish. In other regions the colour can 
         also be light yellow or orangish with brown or black bands.
         The belly are darker, usually dark brown or black with 1 to 4 white, pale 
          cream or yellow coloured crossbands on the throat area.
          Their scales are strongly keeled, which is a distinction from Cobras 
                   (Rinkals in not from the cobra family)
          Rinkals is considered to be an aggresive snake, however they will do 
          virtually anything to avoid confrontation. If no option is given it will rear up 
          and spread a hood and hiss loudly. They can also spit venom with extreme 
          accuracy up to 2 m of distance, usually aiming to the face or eyes.
          Another destinctive attribute is that it will convincingly feign death, bites 
          usually occur when picked up what seems to be a dead snake... 
           Not a good idea. They are nocturnal species, but sometimes it can be 
           found basking in the sun.
Length: Rinkals usually reaches 90 cm to 1,2 m but can reach up to 1,5m in length
Diet /Feeding: Rinkals have a fairly diverse diet, feeding on almost anything it 
          can catch and kill. They prey mostly on frogs, toads, rodents, but will also 
          take small mammals, amphibians, birds, bird eggs, ,izards and even
           other snakes
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