
Puff Adder

Scientific name: Bitis arietans
Taxonomy: Serpentes - Family: Viperidae
Is found where: Sub-Saharan Africa (all over South Africa), mostly in African 
     savannah and grassland areas
Venomous: YES
Venom type: Cytotoxic. Venom yield in a single bite ranges between 150 and 
      350 mg. (Highest recorded was 750 mg) For a lethal dose to an adult human 
      only requires 100 mg, and death can be within one day.
Venom effects: A bite causes immediate severe pain, swelling, blistering, nausea, 
       vomiting and later on, necrosis with massive muscle and tissue damage.
       Its bite is considered to have the highest fatality rate.
Distinctive attributes: The species colour pattern varies geographically, varying 
       from yellow, light brown, orange or reddish brown, overlaid with a pattern of 
       dark chevron-shaped or U-shaped bands. 
       The belly is white or yellow, with some scattered darks spots. 
       In the head, they have 2 very distinct dark bands, one located on the crown 
       and the other between the eyes. The dorsal scales are strongly keeled with 
       exception of the outermost rows.
       This is a robust, thick and heavily built snake species with males being larger 
        than females.
        Their appearance are of a thick, stout body and flat, distinct, triangular head.
        When disturbed the snake will coil into a defensive S-shape posture and hiss
        loudly, this is a warning signal and its better to heed this warning. 
        If it becomes agitated, it will resort to an obvious serpentine movement 
        moving surprisingly fast, with possibly deadly consequences.
Length: Puff Adders average size is about 1 meter in total length, but can be found 
        at 1,9 m in length usually reaches 90 cm to 1,2 m but can reach up to 1,5m in 
        length
Diet / Feeding: Puff Adder are mostly nocturnal and rarely hunt prey actively, 
        instead these snakes prefer to ambush their prey as it passes by. 
       Their diet includes mammals, birds, amphibians and lizards.
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